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Knights of Columbus 
founder Fr. Michael 

McGivney to be beatified

 
                         A portrait of Fr. Michael J. McGivney, by Antonella Cappuccio.  

                                         Courtesy of the Knights of Columbus 

                                                     Full story on page 10 
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Grand Knight Report 

                                                                                        

                                                                         Charles I. Briscoe 

                            240-701-8093  

             charlesbriscoe4@gmail.com  

 

Greetings my Brother Knights. I pray that you and your families are remaining safe and as 

our state and country slowly return to some level of normalcy in the mist of this pandemic 

crisis.  I look forward to the day when that sense of normalcy is realized by all.   

Through the outstanding efforts our worthy Deputy Grand Knight Thad Ereme and 

Financial Secretary Don Aitcheson, to set up a virtual Zoom conference network on March 

31st, our council has be able to  successfully conduct its required business and social 

meetings during the months of April and May.  

Supreme Council held 3rd Degree exemplification webinars throughout the months of April 

and May 2020 to accommodate the high volume of request from Councils throughout the 

Country.  On behalf of my Mother Seton Council members, I congratulate brother Kennedy 

Casmir Anyanwu for successfully completing the online Exemplification of Charity, Unity 

and Fraternity in April 2020.  Supreme Council will mail all new members a rosary and 

lapel pin. 

While adhering to the Safe distancing mandate, a group of 

Mother Seton Council brother knights came together and 

purchased various items and carnation flowers for the patients 

and residents at the Doctor’s Community Hospital 

Rehabilitation Center in Lanham, MD.  Special thanks go out 

to our Deputy Grand Knight Emmanuel “Thad” Ereme, and 

Deacon Alton Davis who joined the Grand Knight at the 

Hughes Center on Thursday, May 7th to assemble 100 gift bags for the occasion.  Our thanks 

also go out to Brothers Sylvester Ikpi, Emmanuel “Sony” Ajay, 

Ephraim Eke, James Agboli, Father Canice Enyiaka, Deacon 

Alton Davis and our DGK, Thad Ereme who joined us in a 

convoy procession, led by Lady Melba Adams, from St. 

Matthias Church parking to Doctor’s Community Hospital 

Rehabilitation Center to present the gifts to the Administrative 

staff  for the residents. The center’s staff was extremely 

appreciative of our donation of gifts and thanked our council 

for its generosity.  
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After the presentation of gifts, the facility’s head administrator was gracious enough to lead 

our Council’s presenters in a safe-distancing procession around the entire facility to wave 

at the residences who were able to observe us from their windows. 

On May 14th, approximately thirty Brother Knights and parishioners participated in online 

virtual Zoom rosary recital led by Deacon Alton Davis to celebrate the Feast Day of St. 

Matthias.  At the close of the rosary recital, it was the consensus of the online participants 

that we continue the practice of virtual rosary recitals on a regular basis in the future. 

An election of new officers for Mother Seton Council the 2020-2021 fraternal year was held 

during the virtual video conference Social meeting on May 19th.  The newly elected officers 

for Mother Seton Council for the next fraternal year are listed later in this newsletter.  On 

behalf of our entire council, I congratulate all of our newly elected officers and, I am certain 

that I speak for the entire staff of reigning officers when I say that you can rest assured that 

you will have our full support during the undertaking of your new duties and responsibilities 

in the coming fraternal year. 

The Knights of Columbus 2020 National Convention is still scheduled to take place in our 

Nation’s Capital during the first week of August.  Adoration Chapel services will take place 

during the convention. The services will be supported by the Archdioceses of Washington 

District on August 3rd, the Pennsylvania Central District on August 4th and, by the Maryland 

District on August 5th.  Based upon past supreme conventions, the color corps will be 

required to support the Adoration Chapel services.  The Convention will require an all-

hands-on-deck and the full support of surrounding districts.   

In closing, I would like to thank all my brother knights and our spiritual leaders, Father Jack 

Kennealy, Father Canice Enyiaka and Deacon Alton Davis, for all the support and kindness 

you extended to me and our other council officers during this fraternal year. We as a council 

should be extremely proud of our accomplishments during this fraternal year and for the 

services we provided to our parish and community despite the challenges presented by the 

coronavirus epidemic during the last four months of this fraternal year. 

 

May our all mighty and wonderful God continue to bless you, our Council, the Knights of 

Columbus and, the United States of America.    

 

 Vivat Jesus!    
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                                                            Chaplain’s Corner 
                                           Submitted by Deacon Alton Davis 
                                                                       Assistant to the Chaplain 
 

The Point of Law  
Law has a curious effect on people. We either enjoy observing and enforcing the 
fine points and punishing those who do not conform, or we dismiss the whole idea 
and demand our “freedom.” Some people lean one way or the other, but most of 
us are capable of being rigid about others’ behavior and lax about our own. When 
it comes to limiting our freedom, we tend to admit some laws as necessary evils—
we cannot just drive on whatever side of the road we fancy. But the idea of law, in 
our private lives especially, gets our backs up: “Do not push your expectations on 
me.” Jesus steers a course between these extremes, knowing that the point of 
religious rules is that we are in a love relationship with God. Anyone who thinks 
relationships are better without rules has never been cheated on, been left to do 
all the housework, or been deserted by their partner at a party where they do not 
know anyone. Relationships cannot function without expectations; there is no 
honorable way to abandon a sick spouse or child. But Jesus, who came not to 
abolish the hearted love of God and neighbor. When we lose sight of that, while 
carefully keeping secondary rules that allow us to feel like “I have got this,” then 
we are like a dog that confuses the finger with the thing it is pointing to.  
Jesus always, always points us to love. It is the essence of the law because it is 
the essence of who God is. In the end, we would not be judged by the food that 
goes into us but by the love that comes out of us. [Susan Pitchford]  
 

 
                                                         District Deputy Report 

 
    Michael P. Akpan, PGK 
    mpakpan@gmail.com 

 

 
 
In Memorium 
Anne Degraff died on Thursday May 21 after a prolonged illness. Anne was the Historian and 
longtime member of the Mother Seton Ladies Auxiliary and a member of the Saint Matthias 
Leisure Club. 
She will be buried in a private family service to be held at Cheltenham Cemetery in mid-June.  
Our condolences go out to her family. May here soul rest in peace. 

mailto:mpakpan@gmail.com
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                     Sick and Recovering 
 
 

       Brothers                                              Relatives/Friends                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Melba Adams 
Rose Chisefaky 
Helen Dziduch 
Anne Keightley-Florimbio 
Nancy Matais 
  
 

 
                    

 
  

 
 

Christopher Agboli, PGK 
Kevin Butler, PGK 
Nicholas Kniska, HLM 
Pablo Rocha                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                 
 
        

 
Lord, look upon me with eyes of mercy, 
may your healing hand rest upon me, 
may your life-giving powers flow into every cell of my body 
and into the depths of my soul, 
cleansing, purifying, restoring me to wholeness 
and strength for service in your Kingdom. Amen 
                                 
 If you know a Brother Knight or a family   member who is sick, 
recovering or recently deceased, please contact us so that we may 
pray for them. Your help is needed to manage this list (Editor:  
aitcheson@hotmail.com.) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Editor’s Pen   
        If there is a special request for a copy of the Seton noteS by mail, let us know. 
Please send all newsletter related issues to Don Aitcheson at aitcheson@hotmail.com 
(240-481-0622).   The deadline for article submission is the 20th of each month. The 
email edition will be sent on or about the 1st of each month.  Please feel free to give 
us feedback. . Copies are available in the pamphlet rack at St. Matthias.  rack of Saint 
Matthias Church and on the website at www.stmatthias.org. 
 
 

Message from the Financial Secretary 
Don Aitcheson, PGK (240-481-0622 or aitcheson@hotmail.com) 
 
All members who have not paid their annual dues will now be recorded as delinquent. Members in good 
standing should have a current 2020 membership card. 
 
Current 1st or 2nd degree members wishing to participate in the new exemplification protocol online 
should contact me, the Grand Knight or Sylvester Ikpi  for proper instructions. Registration and 
confirmation prior to the event are required. 

http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=2917
mailto:aitcheson@hotmail.com
mailto:aitcheson@hotmail.com
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Election Results  
Certified and Reported to KoC Supreme 

 
 

Our Annual Election took place at the meeting of Tuesday, May 19, 2020 
The following members were elected and will take office at the start of the fraternal year on July 1, 2020. 

 

 Grand Knight:  Emmanuel T. Ereme 

 Deputy Grand Knight:  James Agboli, PGK 

 Chancellor: Henry Mbah 

Warden:   Joseph Ngu 

 Recorder:  Gabriel C. Achemu 

Treasurer: Joseph Corson, PGK, FDD 

 Advocate: Robert Worthington, PGK, PFN, FDD 

Trustee (3yr):  Charles I. Briscoe,IPGK 

 Inside Guards:   Festus Sowho , Anthony Foli 

 Outside Guard:  Francisco King, Kenneth Uwajeh  

Representative to the 2021 State Convention: 

Convention Delegate (must be a PGK): Charles I. Briscoe, IPGK  

1st Alternate: Robert Worthington PGK, PFN, FDD 

2nd Alternate: Emmanuel S. Ajayi, PGK 

 

Thank you to the outgoing elected officers for your work and 
dedication during the current fraternal year. 
All officers are asked to surrender their jewel of office to the 
Warden-elect or Financial Secretary before the first meeting in 
July. 
Plans for our installation of officers will be communicated when 
formulated.  
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Family Activities  
                              Sylvester Ikpi, PGK,PFN 
We continue to pray for all families in this time of pandemic 
stress, economic uncertainty and social unrest. 
We are called to be “ my brother’s keeper” and live the Gospel. 
(editor) 

Faith Activity                                                                           
SK Francisco C.  King 

 

We commemorate in the following Feasts and Saints during this 
month of June: BVM (Mother of the Church) (1) Charles Lwanga & 
Companions (5),Holy Trinity (7), Barnabas(11), Anthony of Padua 
(13), Corpus Christi (14), Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
(19), Immaculate Heart (BVM) (20), Nativity of John the Baptist 
(24), Peter & Paul Apostles (29). 
June 1st the liturgical calendar returns to Ordinary Time.  
In Prince George’s County, government executive order still 
restricts gathering size for church services. Go to 
www.stmatthias.org for information regarding online Mass 
transmissions. 

 

                               Fraternal Benefits Corner 

Stephen Clites 
stephen.clites@kofc.org  

240-375-1372 

 
Please contact the benefits agent to discuss your needs. The consultation 
is free.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      2019-2020 Officers 

Chaplain 
Reverend Jack Kennealy 
301-459-4815 
jkennealy23@gmail.com 
Associate Chaplain 
Reverend Milton E. Jordan 
milt.jordan@gmail.com 
301-957-0128 
Assistant to the Chaplain 
Deacon Alton Davis 
adavis804@aol.com 
240-691-9462 
Grand Knight 
Charles Briscoe 
240-701-8093 
charlesbriscoe4@gmail.com 
Deputy Grand Knight 
Emmanuel Thad Ereme 
thad.ereme@gmail.com 
301-549-8452 
Chancellor 
Cosmas Nwokeafor 
cnwokeafor@bowiestate.edu 
301-627-0965 
Warden 
Henry Mbah 
845-234-0839 
HENRYPHILL2002@YAHOO.COM 
Recorder 
Jose Barahona 
jbarahona@fm.umd.edu 
301-577-2620 
Treasurer                        
Joseph Corson, FDD, PGK 
JosCorson@aol.com                                                           
301-262-3002                      
Advocate 
Robert Worthington, FDD, PFN, PGK 
bobworth@hotmail.com 
301-908-9972 
Guard Inside 
Martin Kwapinski 
Festus Sowho 
Guard Outside  
Joe Obiwuru 
Trustees  
Emmanuel Ajayi, PGK (1Yr) 
sonyajayi@yahoo.com 
202-413-1066 
Aneurin M’Carthy, PGK (2 Yr.) 
amacarthee@gmail.com 
240-602-5573 
Ferdinand Ibebuchi (3Yr) 
ibebuchi@aol.com 
301-802-3075 
Financial Secretary 
Donahue Aitcheson, PGK 
240-481-0622 
aitcheson@hotmail.com 
 
 

http://www.stmatthias.org/
mailto:stephen.clites@kofc.org
mailto:jkennealy23@gmail.com
mailto:milt.jordan@gmail.com
mailto:adavis804@aol.com
mailto:charlesbriscoe4@gmail.com
mailto:thad.ereme@gmail.com
mailto:cnwokeafor@bowiestate.edu
mailto:HENRYPHILL2002@YAHOO.COM
mailto:jbarahona@fm.umd.edu
mailto:JosCorson@aol.com
mailto:bobworth@hotmail.com
mailto:amacarthee@gmail.com
mailto:ibebuchi@aol.com
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Community Director 
SK Festus  Sowho 

 

As we await updates on professional sports 
and venues for concerts, etc. our FedEx 
commitment is still unclear for the 
upcoming season. We will communicate 
changes as soon as we have news.. 

 
 

Prayer to Mother Seton 

Lord God,  
You blessed Elizabeth Seton with gifts 

of grace 
As wife and mother, educator and 

foundress,  
So that she might spend her life in 

service to your people. 
Through her example and prayers 

May we learn to express our love for 
you 

In love for our fellow men and women. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son,  
Who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit,  
One God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

 

                           Life Director 
Joseph Ngu 

301-412-1491  
 josephngu@gmail.com 

Defend Life - Support the Ultrasound Program               

      

 

 Membership Corner 
Director 

Sylvester Ikpi, PGK, PFN 
301-613-8762 

sylvester.ikpi@gmail.com 
 

The fraternal year is almost over; our membership 
goal is still attainable .Let us make one last push for 
Star Council. It is everyone’s responsibility to make 
membership growth one of their priorities. Follow 
the motto:  

 “Make It Personal and Ask”
 

Membership Checker:  

GOAL: 16   

 

 

mailto:josephngu@gmail.com
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Catholic Corner 

Pope Francis' Prayer Intentions for June 2020 

 
The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network invites all to join in the Holy 

Father’s June 2020 prayer intention: 

The Way of the Heart 
We pray that all those who suffer may find their 

way in life, allowing themselves to be touched by 
the Heart of Jesus. 

 

Daily Offering Prayer                                                                                                                  

God, our Father, I offer You my day. I offer You my prayers, thoughts, words, actions, 

joys, and sufferings in union with the Heart of Jesus, who continues to offer Himself in the 

Eucharist for the salvation of the world. May the Holy Spirit, Who guided Jesus, be my 

guide and my strength today so that I may witness to your love. With Mary, the mother of 

our Lord and the Church, I pray for all Apostles of Prayer and for the prayer intentions 

proposed by the Holy Father this month. Amen.

 

                                  
 

                                         

                                       Interior of  Basilica Sacre Coeur – Montmartre, Paris, France                                                             

https://www.popesprayer.net/universal-prayer-intention-for-artists/
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Supreme Council News 
Continued from Page 1. 

Vatican City, May 27, 2020 / 04:55 am MT (CNA).- Pope Francis approved a miracle attributed to the 
intercession of Fr. Michael J. McGivney Wednesday, paving the way for the beatification of the founder of 
the Knights of Columbus. 

During a May 26 meeting with Cardinal Angelo Becciu, the prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints, the pope authorized the congregation to issue a decree recognizing the miracle. 

McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus in 1882. Today it is the world’s largest Catholic fraternal 
service organization, with nearly two million members in more than a dozen countries. 

Born in Waterbury, Connecticut, in 1852, McGivney played a critical role in the growth of the Church in 
the United States in the latter part of the 19th century. After his ordination in Baltimore in 1877, he served 
a largely Irish-American and immigrant community in New Haven.  

Amid an anti-Catholic climate, he established the Knights to provide spiritual aid to Catholic men and 
financial help for families that had lost their breadwinner. 

A press release from the Knights of Columbus May 27 said the miracle recognized by Pope Francis 
involved an unborn child in the United States who was healed in utero of a life-threatening condition in 
2015 after his family prayed to McGivney. 

It added that a date would be set soon for the beatification Mass, which will take place in Connecticut. 

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson said: “Fr. McGivney has inspired generations of Catholic men to roll up 
their sleeves and put their faith into action. He was decades ahead of his time in giving the laity an 
important role within the Church.” 

“Today, his spirit continues to shape the extraordinary charitable work of Knights as they continue to 
serve those on the margins of society as he served widows and orphans in the 1880s.”  

“Fr. McGivney also remains an important role model for parish priests around the world and left us a 
transformative legacy of effective cooperation between the laity and clergy.” 

McGivney’s sainthood cause officially opened in 1997 in the Archdiocese of Hartford, Connecticut. In 
2008, Pope Benedict XVI declared the American-born priest a Venerable Servant of God in recognition of 
his life of heroic virtue. 

In 2000, an investigation into a miracle attributed to McGivney’s intercession was completed. But in 2011, 
the Vatican ruled that the event was not miraculous in nature. 

In 2012, another possible miracle was reported and placed under investigation. 

Following his beatification, McGivney’s cause will require one more authenticated miracle before he can 
be considered for canonization. 

He would not be the first member of the Knights of Columbus to be canonized. A group of six Mexican 
members of the organization were martyred during the Cristero War of 1926-29 and its aftermath.  

The six are St. Luis Batis, St. Rodrigo Aguilar, St. Miguel de la Mora, St. Pedro de Jesús Maldonado, St. 
José María Robles, and St. Mateo Correa. 

     

Reprinted from www.catholicnewsagency.com....5/27/2020     

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com....5/27/2020
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                 State Deputy                                                                                  
            Dale W. Trott  
 

                                            Incoming State Deputy/State Deputy-Elect : Vince Grasso 

                                            State Warden-Elect : Ron Hassan 

 

Membership 

 
 

 
 

 

For more details, go to www.kofc-md.org 
 
 
 
 
 

Maryland State Council News 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kofc-md.org/
https://i2.wp.com/kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/IMG_1212.jpg?ssl=1
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Fourth Degree Report 

Bishop James E.  Walsh Assembly No. 1548 
Meets on the 2nd Monday, 7:00 pm at Saint Pius X Council, Sarto Hall, 3611 Stewart Road; 

Forestville, MD 20747-1747 (301) 735-8855. 
Next scheduled meeting is June 8 @ 7PM 

  

 
ADW Website (www.awddistrict.org) 

 

Official Flag Days in the USA 
                                 June 
                                  14 – Flag Day 
                                  21 – Father’s Day ( Army only) 

 
 
 

 

Bishop McNamara Chapter of Grand Knights 
Maryland State Council 

Celebrating its 57th Year 
Upcoming Chapter Meetings 

   

                                TBD Meeting – 7:30PM 
 Come hear about all the exciting events and activities that are planned for the year.  
The Chapter encourages not only Grand Knights to attend, but also Deputy Grand Knights and Council Program 
Directors. The Chapter meets the third Wednesday of each month except for December.  The location varies. 
                                               https://kofc-md.org/maryland-chapters/  

https://kofc-md.org/maryland-chapters/uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=103
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     Birthdays for June 

 
 

 

 

Go to http://stewardsofhopefoundation.org to find out more about the 

launch of this global mission spearheaded by Fr. Canice Enyiaka 

 

Council 
   
2.  Fr. Milt Jordan 
3.  Eric Didion 
4.  Godwin Okere 
5.  Ciro Andres 
6.  Ferdinand Ibebuchi 
7.  Obinna Uzomah 
8.  James Connor 
10 Richard Nidel 
12 Desmond Obinna 
     Daniel Petz 
14 Augustine Ezuoke 
     Olukunmi Makanjuola 
17 Jean Marie Tcheffo 
18 Christopher Butler 
24 Atehnge Morfaw 
28 Carl Tedrow 
30 Jeffrey Sandrovich 
 
  
 
 

 

 

Ladies Auxiliary 
                 
         9       Nancy Faass 
       29       Melba Adams 
                                                                        

 

 

 

 HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY!!! 

 
 

B
i
r
t
h
d
a
y
s 

http://stewardsofhopefoundation.org/
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Go to http://stewardsofhopefoundation.org to find out more about the 

launch of this global mission spearheaded by Fr. Canice Enyiaka 
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Upcoming Council Events Calendar 
 

 

          June 2       Council Business Meeting – 8PM 

          June 16     Council Social Meeting – 8PM ( Changing of the gavel) 

          June 21     Happy Father’s Day 

          July 7         Council Business Meeting 

          July 21       Council Social Meeting – 8PM           

          August 4    Council Business Meeting – 8PM 

Council meetings are held 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month unless otherwise posted. 
 

Council meetings are currently held via teleconference on Zoom. 
Please join by audio, video or both. Contact the GK for details. 

We will return to meeting in the Father Hughes Center when medically practicable.  
 

Note:  Summer dress code for meetings is in effect 

 (June through September) 

http://stewardsofhopefoundation.org/

